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"109  coNTINUED.

Noelle & Zack : 109
NOELLE
I don't exXactly know how to put it
: ZACK
(cheearfy) idiot) o
Oh - I know what you'ie Jdoing tgq
say, -

Noelle eyés the hee Adain,

\ NOELLE yd
No"xou don't Trust me ,

N ZACK
(grgwing Concerned)
Then - what g wrong? -
Noelle hesitateg This ig unbgﬁ?ably hard. gpe looks from
Zack to the bee . A A
N
ZACK
(very Congérneqd)
Abby? Pleasgf’telf\me. What jg
it i AN
Zack ig

looking at Né

elle wirp p25§y~dog 8yeg
MUch for hey . The bee ; h

s Ib'g just teoo
§ right ¢ éxg. RIGHT - THERE. A3j
'sﬁéne splig Second of Q?d Coura -

It'éftoa late .

110 . 110
thru  omgp thru
111

112 N7 CATHEDRAT, FIVE MINUTEg LATER

111
Noelle Sits on g pew, hes

112
¥ face betwe

e€n heay kneeg
Zack ig Cro

uching next to her, trying to tongole her.
Because they're ip Church, they keep their vojceg low.
i2>;?§§ﬁﬁJW” ZACK
Let me Sea,
NOELLE

(CONTINUED}



112 CONTINUED, 112

ZACK
It can't be thar bad. Let me See

She 1liftg her head.

Noelle jig Eransformed. Her right cheek ig the siza of a
melon. Her ®Ye is swollen shut. ghe jg grotesque,

Zack cockg his head.

ZACK
On vyou, it's altractive.
s e T T T T s "“‘-..‘_‘m_ e
T NOELLE
<:;%%f'm a monster,
T ZACK

You're a litrle Quasimodo—ish at
the moment, buc ip here it works,
Maybe they'il la¢ YOU ring the
bell.

N
7

' NOELLE
(;mif's ot funny,

ZACK
Come on. The swelling wiig go down
Soon and, . .
/ NOELLE
(ﬁ No, it won'eg,
ZACK
Sure jt will.
NOELLE
No it won'g, You don't understand,
My whole family'g allergic, My

{  sister got stung - i+ never went

. away. It got 3 little bir better

. but people stil] Stare at her, and -
P I'm telling you, Zack, 1'11 never

.\ be the same.

e

ZACK
Iou're upset. ..

NOELLE
I swear to God. Thisg is me from

now OI’I

S (CONTINUED)



laog,

112 conTInuEp, (2) 112

Zack realizeg gherg Serious. pHe Shootg ap Anxious Sidewaysg
glance ar Noelle- that cheeg is really big, pye takes jr alil
in, Struggleg with ig, swallows . Flnally:

get yoy chécked OUL at the

bed a¢ my place where T can look
after vou,

Let'g g
0 NCELLE
" So Yyou can just leave Me now ang
(;\\iill Understang.
S i S
“‘*—__A.‘.,..m‘__.,ﬁ___..- ZACKV -
(incredulous)

Leavs YOu? This doesgn 't Change
anything between us.

< NOELLE
ZACK

(frustrated)
Why not» You wane Lo hear this
now?

MOrning. Becausge YOu saved my dog -
and yoy might he Saving me .

Noelle takes z deep breath. Tears ro1j down her face,
- NOELLE

o So - voy want me ANYway? Byen like
this? Even . ugly?
_

cack takeg Noelle ' g hands jp his ang Presseg hig lips tq her
Upturnead palms.

(CONTINUED}



112 CONTINUED . (3)

Yeg. Yeg, Abby. ves.

Noelle closes hep €yYes. A sob Catcheg jp her throar She
swallowg until she can Speak again.
P NOELLE
“ That'g good, Zack. That ' g really
<;“ good. That'g how it should be.
She winces, feeling her heart break, Zack thinkg it's the
©e-sting that'g causing her pain.
ACK
Does i¢ hurt?
NOELLE
{breaking)
(\\ Yes
T ZACK
(tenderly}
Then can we Please go g the
OSpital now?
Noelle Wipes her tears away. Joy for Abby begins to
Overwhelm hey OWn sadness. She touches Zack'g cheek with her
hand. )
/ NOELLE
/ No. fThjs will be al] gone in g
(ﬁ\iéuple hours,
S 2ACK
Huh?>
She rigeg.
i -NOELLE
} I like You, Zack. You're turning
[ out to be the most g

/ ever known.
/ (beat)
LWWNWQLrg‘ghrough.

ecent guy I'va

ZACK
What ? Where are YOu going?

after hey it., Ar the
and croggeg herself.
(to God)

Thanks for Playing along,
And rung out

L1z



